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Mission: The mission of Dreaming Out Loud
is to create economic opportunities for the
DC metropolitan region’s marginalized
communities through building a healthy
equitable food system.

Vision: DOL is rebuilding urban,
community-based food systems through
cooperative social enterprise: increasing
access to healthy food, improving
community health, supporting
entrepreneurs and cooperatives from
low-income communities; and creating
opportunities for at-risk residents to earn
sustainable, family-supporting wages and
build wealth.

Values: We believe that all communities deserve
equal access to fresh, healthy food choices, but that
achieving this requires moving beyond the “access”
paradigm to a focus on community
self-determination and food sovereignty. This means
that control of the food resources and food system
assets that serve the community - including land and
water, food-related enterprises, and the capital and
labor that go into the food system - must rest with
the community members themselves, not with
outside entities who claim to know what our
neighborhoods need or deserve. We work to create
an integrated pipeline to jobs, economic opportunity,
and community wealth-building that advances racial
equity. Our values are evident in the various facets
(detailed below) of our work.
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ANNUAL REPORT OUTLINE FY 2022

Date Range: October 1, 2021 through Sgptember 30, 2022
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Sixty years ago, James Baldwin wrote to his nephew with a deep and abiding love, preparing
him for the world he would inherit. In doing so, he issued both a warning and a call to action. In
2022, we find ourselves .at yet another crossroads—one where our endurance has been
tested beyond measure, and where we must once again demand justice with clariti/ and
conviction.

Angela Davis reminds us that "freedom is a constant struggle," a struggle that does not end
with symbolic victories or fleeting moments of recognition but must be fought on every front
—economic, political, social, and cultural. The last two years have laid bare the unrelenting
forces that seek to suppress Black life, whether through police violence, systemic neglect, or
economic policies that widen the chasm of inequity. COVID-19, an indiscriminate virus, found
itself weaponized by systems that have long placed Black and Brown communities at the
margins of care and concern. The enduring legacies of white supremacy, capitalism, and
patriarchy conspire to turn moments of crisis into opportunities for extraction, erasure, and
exploitation.

And yet, we resist. Our resistance is not simply about survival but about the radical
reimagination of our world. A world where justice is not contingent, where we do not have to
beg for dignity, where our communities are resourced—not surveilled, our children are
nourished—not criminalized, our labor is valued—not stolen.

We refuse to merely endure. We demand repair. We demand the abolition of systems that
thrive on our oppression and the building of structures that affirm our right to flourish. We
demand a future where Black life is not a struggle but a celebration. The path to justice
requires all of us—not just to envision a different world but to fight for it. As Baldwin
cautioned, "Please try to remember that what they believe, as well as what they do and cause
you to endure, does not testify to your inferiority but to their inhumanity." It is time to
dismantle the inhumanity that has shaped this nation and build something worthy of our
humanity.

The struggle continues—but so does our will to win.

Thank you.

CHRISTOPHER BRADSHAW
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Mission: The mission of Dreaming Out Loud
is to create economic opportunities for the
DC metropolitan region’s marginalized
communities through building a healthy
equitable food system.

Vision: DOL is rebuilding urban,
community-based food systems through
cooperative social enterprise: increasing
access to healthy food, improving
community health, supporting
entrepreneurs and cooperatives from
low-income communities; and creating
opportunities for at-risk residents to earn
sustainable, family-supporting wages and
build wealth.

Values: We believe that all communities deserve
equal access to fresh, healthy food choices, but that
achieving this requires moving beyond the “access”
paradigm to a focus on community
self-determination and food sovereignty. This means
that control of the food resources and food system
assets that serve the community - including land and
water, food-related enterprises, and the capital and
labor that go into the food system - must rest with
the community members themselves, not with
outside entities who claim to know what our
neighborhoods need or deserve. We work to create
an integrated pipeline to jobs, economic opportunity,
and community wealth-building that advances racial
equity. Our values are evident in the various facets
(detailed below) of our work.



CRITICAL PARTNERS

d.c./
central
kitchen

Central
¥ Kitchen 3w———

DC DEPARTMENT OF PARKS AND RECREATION

[he /1 isloric

Martha’s@ Table ﬁ ﬂ ETROPOLITAN

EDUCATION - FOOD - OPPORTUNITY BAPTIST CHURCH

KELLY MILLER MIDDLE SCHOOL

m— O ENERGY &
B ENVIRONMENT PINKE'S E.A.L.S.

DREAMING
OUT LOUD




FARMERS

e Strengthto Lovelll

e Three Part Harmony

e Harvest 2 Health

e DMV Urban Greens

e Barajas Produce

e Pleitez Produce

e Mickley's Orchard

e Franklin Sustainable Farms
e Deep Roots Farm

e Three Part Harmony Farm
e Moore's Produce Family Farm
e Tuckey's Mountain Grown
e Browntown Farm

e Uptop Acres

e (. Flores Produce

e The Farm at Kelly Miller

e Royal Oats Farm

e Tallawah Farms

e Wood Duck Landing

e Dodo Farms

e District Flora




SITE PARTNERS

e Carver Senior Building

e Peace Lutheran Church

e |IDEAPCS

o Kelly Miller MS

e Ward 1 Mutual Aid

e Garfield Terrace Senior
Building

e Columbia Heights Village

e Visionary Square

e 1200 Mississippi Ave

e Empower DC

e MLK Achievement Center

e Spaces In Action

e Ward 5 Mutual Aid (NY Ave
Shelter)

e Capital Market

e National Black Food Justice
Alliance

e DC Food Policy Council
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