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MISSION / VISION | VALUES

The mission of Dreaming Out Loud is to create
economic opportunities for the DC metropolitan
region’s marginalized communities through building
a healthy equitable food system.

Vision

DOL envisions a world with increased access to
healthy food, improved health and ample wealth
creation opportunities for marginalized
entrepreneurs and sustainable family-supportive
wages for at-risk residents.

DOL isrebuilding urban, community-based food
systems through cooperative social enterprise:
increasing access to healthy food, improving
community health, supporting entrepreneurs and
cooperatives from low-income communities; and
creating opportunities for at-risk residents to earn
sustainable, family-supporting wages and

build wealth.
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Innovation
We encourage novel ways of thinking in
order to address community challenges.

Accountability

We earn the trust of the communities we
support and our partners by conducting our
work in accordance with ethical principles.

Teamwork
We collaborate across programs internally
and with members of the community.

Equity
We grant equitable access to opportunities
and resources.

We abide by high ethical and performance
standards.

We believe that all communities deserve equal access to fresh, healthy food choices, but that
achieving this requires moving beyond the “access” paradigm to a focus on community self-
determination and food sovereignty. This means that control of the food resources and food system
assets that serve the community - including land and water, food-related enterprises, and the capital

and labor that go into the food system - must rest with the community members themselves, not with
outside entities who claim to know what our neighborhoods need or deserve. We work to create an
integrated pipeline to jobs, economic opportunity, and community wealth-building that advances
racial equity. Our values are evident in the various facets (detailed below) of our work.
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CRITICAL PARTNERS

DPR At WORLD CENTRAL  ocheain phtni s
K”CHEN K”CHEN khendall@dcgreens.org
mgold@dccentralkitchen.org juliet@freshfarm.org

DDOE/COMPOST CITY
MAFRAC 4P STEWARDS BLOSSOMS
community@4pfoods.com PROGRAM nicole@cityblossoms.org
KELLY MILLER PINKE'S METROPOLITAN
MIDDLE SCHOOL EATS BAPTIST CHURCH
enrique.gutierrez@kl12.dc.gov info@pinkeseats.com khicks@metropolitanbaptis.org

HOW TO GET INVOLVED | CALL TO ACTION
DONATE VOLUNTEER CONNECT

dreamingoutloud.org/donate development@dreamingoutloud.org @doldc onig & fb



ANNUAL REPORT OUTLINE FY 2023

Date Range: October 1, 2022 through September 30, 2023
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LETTER FROM THE ED

In a world that cohstantly demands our labor but
withholds our care, we return to love as both a
foundation and a radical act. bell hooks, a visionary of
love and liberation, taught us that love is not just a
personal sentiment but a political tool—one that can
uproot the systems that dehumanize and exploit. In
2023, our demand is not just for policy change, but for a
shift in how we imagine justice, how we cultivate
community, and how we make liberation a lived
experience.

bell hooks reminded us: "To love well is the task in all
meaningful relationships—not just fomantic bonds, but
the bonds of community, the bonds of struggle." The
last few years have exposed the brutality of systems
that refuse to love us back. From the unrelenting
violence of the state to the ongoing disinvestment in
our communities, we have been forced to navigate
crises without the safety nets that justice should
provide.

We have been told to be resilient, to persevere, to find
ways to heal on our own—but we know that healing is
not an individual endeavor. It is a collective one.
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The future we fight for is one rooted in care. We must
ask: What does it mean to build a world where Black
people are not merely surviving but thriving? Where love
is embedded in our policies, in our schools, in our
neighborhoods? Where justice is not an afterthought,
but the very fabric of our institutions?

We stand at the precipice of transformation, and we
refuse to fall into the abyss of apathy. We refuse to be
hardened by the cruelty of the systems that surround

-us. Instead, we choose to love. We choose to build. We

choose to heal. This is our demand. This is our
movement.

As we move forward, let us remember: Love is our
birthright, justice is our demand, and liberation is our

destiny.

Thank you.

CHRISTOPHER BRADSHAW
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URBAN AGRICULTURE:THE FARM AT KELLY MILLER

# OF POUNDS GROWN ...LBS OF VEGETABLES
GROWN FROM THE TOP TEN VEGGIES

TOP TEN (VEG ONLY) IN POUNDS
Cherry Tom's 239Ibs
Corn 180lbs
Eggplant 1701bs
Bush Beans 163Ibs
Okra 144Ibs
j Yellow Onions 148lbs
Red Onions 125Ibs
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URBAN AGRICULTURE:THE FARM AT FORT STANTON

# OF POUNDS GROWN ...LBS OF VEGETABLES
GROWN FROM THE TOP TEN VEGGIES

TOP TEN (VEG ONLY) IN POUNDS

Cukes 138lbs

Carrots 4141bs

Lettuce 31lbs

Bell Peppers 50Ibs

Garlic 1031bs

B1lbs

Cayenne




